i6          THE LIFE OF GENERAL BOOTH       [CHAP.

Pedigrees, distinct evidence runs back through the local
register " associating the Booths with Belper at least as
early as the reign of Elizabeth." Whether the family dis-
tinguished itself in any way we do not know, but before
the days of Elizabeth the fifty-first Archbishop of York was
a William Booth, who had his favourite residence at South-
well, which is close to Nottingham, and where the William
Booth of our present history spent a part of his childhood.
A brother of this older William Booth, Lawrence, became
fifty-third Archbishop of York, and also made Southwell
his chief residence. He was a grievous failure as Lord
Chancellor, but it is written that he took no bribes. In
private life, we are told, he was " an amiable and benevolent
man, expending large sums of money on educational and
charitable objects."

There seems to be no doubt that the family of General
Booth is connected by marriage with that family of Gregory
which gave in the person of Robert Gregory, a contemporary
of General Booth, a popular and picturesque Dean to St.
Paul's Cathedral A William Booth of Belper, apparently
the great-grandfather of the evangelist, was married in 1742
to Elizabeth Gregory; the bondsman at the first marriage of
Samuel Booth in 1797 was Robert Gregory; and the evan-
gelist, on being told late in life of this coincidence, said that
he remembered being taken as a child to see an old lady who
was always spoken of as "Aunt Gregory,"

Samuel Booth, father of the evangelist, was born at
Belper in 1775. It was in the town of Belper that Primi-
tive Methodists were first called Ranters; and since Samuel
Booth was nominally a Churchman, and a hard, taciturn,
unemotional man, it may be assumed that he shared in this
local contempt for the new sect. He appears to have been a
nail manufacturer, for on the occasion of his marriage in
1797 to one Sarah Lockitt he described himself in the
register as a nailer. Later he added to this business the
trade of builder and the profession of architect/ earning a
fortune which enabled him to live in a fine house at Colston
Bassett and to describe himself sometimes as a " gentle-
man," sometimes as a " yeoman." One child was born of
this first marriage, a son named William, who died of con-